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Sunday 16th April 2023  Second Sunday of Easter 
 

 

Please do not come into church if you think you may have symptoms of Covid 19. 
 

 

www.shrivenhamandashbury.co.uk 

Ashbury Church Easter Garden 

 

Sunday 16th April 
Richard Fergusson is giving today’s online sermon. 

Watch on Facebook, YouTube or our website from 9am. 
 

7:45am Shrivenham, St Andrew 
 Holy Communion (BCP) 
9:00am Compton Beauchamp, St Swithun  
 Matins 
9:30am Longcot, St Mary 
 Morning Prayer 
9:30am Watchfield, St Thomas 
 Matins 
10:00am Bourton, St James & Facebook 
 Holy Communion 
10:15am Shrivenham, St Andrew  
 Holy Communion 
11:00am Ashbury, St Mary  
 Celtic Morning Prayer 
Monday 
11:30am Compton Beauchamp, St Swithun 
 Memorial Service – Phyllida Cooke RIP 
Tuesday 
9:00am Morning Prayer. Live on Facebook 
7:00pm Shrivenham Watchfield & Bourton APCM 
 St Andrew’s Church 
Wednesday 
9:00am Shrivenham, St Andrew & Facebook 
 Morning Prayer 
9:15am Song and Stories Toddler Group 
 Shrivenham Methodist Church 
10:30am Wednesday Study Group via Zoom 
7:00pm Wednesday Study Group 
 St Andrew’s Church 
Thursday 
9:00am Matins. Live on Facebook 
9:00am Baby & Toddler Group in St Andrew’s 
6:30pm Benefice Choir Practice in St Andrew’s 
Friday 
9:00am Matins. Live on Facebook 
5:30pm Shrivenham, St Andrew 
 Worship and Praise 
Saturday 22nd April 
11:00am Compton Beauchamp APCM 
 St Swithun’s Church 
 

 
 

Community Cycle of Prayer 
Please pray this week for all who live and work in  

Idstone near Ashbury, and Constantine Close 
and Hadrian Close in Shrivenham. 

 

 
 

Choral Evensong with the Benefice Choir 
 

St Mary’s Church Longcot 
Sunday 7th May at 5:30pm 

 

 

 

Sunday 23rd April 
9:30am Longcot, St Mary 
 Holy Communion 
9:30am Watchfield, St Thomas 
 Holy Communion (BCP) by Extension 
10:15am Shrivenham, St Andrew  
 Holy Communion 
11:00am Ashbury, St Mary & Facebook 
 Holy Communion 

 
 

Annual Parish Meetings 
 

    Shrivenham, W & B       Tuesday 18th April  7pm 
    Compton Beauchamp    Saturday 22nd April  11am 
    Longcot & Fernham       Tuesday 25th April  6pm 
    Ashbury        Thursday 27th April  7pm 
 

 
 

Wednesday Study Groups from 19th April 
 

We are offering two programmes for the 
five weeks from 19th April. 

The morning, online, group will be looking at 1 John 
whilst the evening group will look at Living in Love and 
Faith, a course prepared by the national church, which 

helps us to explore Christian teaching and learning 
about identity, sexuality, relationships and marriage. 

 

We believe this course is more suited to face-to-face 
discussions and, if numbers are sufficient, we will meet 

in St Andrew’s rather than the vicarage so please let 
Norma know if you are thinking about coming along. 
We believe it will be particularly helpful to PCCs who 
will be discussing the implications of any decisions 
made by the national church in the years ahead. 

 

The choice of 1 John for the mornings was prayerfully 
made: it is John who tells us that “Those who live in 

love, live in God and God lives in them” and also  
“There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear.” 
We want the evening discussions to be grounded in that 

love, even where we disagree on complicated and 
sensitive matters, so both groups will hold each other in 

prayer. If you’d like to know more, please contact Norma. 
 

01793 784338   vicar@shrivenhamandashbury.co.uk 
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A Visit to See the Bells in St Andrew’s Church Shrivenham 
 

On Saturday, 1st April, the descendants of Brigadier General (US Army) Cuthbert Powell Stearns visited St Andrews 
Church. BG (then Colonel) Stearns served in Shrivenham from 1942-1944 as the Commander of the School for Military 
Government, a Civil Affairs school established by the American and British armies to train service members in military 

government and the components of civil/municipal administration in advance of the allied reconquest of mainland Europe. 
When BG Stearns and the school were moved to Troyes, France, following the invasion, he and others led a donation 

drive to provide two additional church bells to St Andrews Church, where he and others had worshipped during their time 
in England. The 1944 donation led to the 1948 casting and hanging of what are now bells three and four in the church 
tower. Colonel (US Army, Retired) Paul C. Hutton III, BG Stearns' grandson was in the area visiting his son, Lieutenant 
Colonel (US Army) Richard W.B. Hutton, BG Stearns' great-grandson, who is currently serving in the US Army and is 
stationed in London. The family was thrilled to have the opportunity to visit St Andrews, learn about the bells and the 

close Anglo-American history in Shrivenham of which their family is a part, see the belfry and the bells themselves, and 
even show the next generation some of the interesting and fun things about churches, bells, and the communities they 

serve. What a wonderful exploration of church and local history.  Richard Hutton 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

The bells at the foundry and in the tower. The inscription on each bell reads: 

1948  Gillett & Johnson  Croydon 

To the glory of God 

This bell was given by members of the American & British Armed Forces Shrivenham 

1944 

Colonel Paul C. Hutton 
and Ms. Evelyn Hutton 

Colonel Cuthbert Powell Stearns, 
taken in 1942 






