
The Shrivenham and Ashbury Benefice 
 ‘Mirroring the hospitality of God’ 

 

 Vicar: The Rev’d Norma Fergusson.  Tel 01793 784338    
 vicar@shrivenhamandashbury.co.uk  

 
 

Licensed Lay Minister: Mr Richard Fergusson.  Tel 07788 436831 
 
 

Sunday 25th December 2022  Christmas Day 
 

Please do not come into church if you think you may have symptoms of Covid 19. 
Please respect the concerns of others in the congregation. Hand sanitizer is available. 

 

www.shrivenhamandashbury.co.uk 

 

Saturday 24th December  Christmas Eve 
4:00pm Ashbury, St Mary 
 Crib Service 
4:00pm Shrivenham, St Andrew 
 Crib Service 
5:00pm Watchfield, St Thomas 
 Holy Communion (BCP) 
5:00pm Bourton, St James 
 Family Carol Service 
11:30pm Shrivenham, St Andrew & Facebook 
 Midnight Mass 
11:30pm Longcot, St Mary. 
 Midnight Mass 
 

Sunday 25th December  Christmas Day 
9:00am Compton Beauchamp, St Swithun 
 Holy Communion (BCP) 
10:15am Shrivenham, St Andrew & Facebook 
 Holy Communion 
10:30am Ashbury, St Mary 
 Family Service 
 with Communion by Extension 
 

No midweek services until Tuesday 10th January 
 

Sunday 1st January 
11:00am Ashbury, St Mary & Facebook 
 Benefice Celtic Holy Communion 
Saturday 7th January 
10:00am Bourton, St James 
 Family Service 
Sunday 8th January 
9:30am Longcot, St Mary & Facebook 
 Holy Communion 
9:30am Watchfield, St Thomas 
 Matins 
10:15am Shrivenham, St Andrew 
 Holy Communion 
11:00am Ashbury, St Mary 
 Holy Communion 
3:00pm Watchfield, St Thomas 
 Benefice Sunday School 
5:30pm Shrivenham, St Andrew & Facebook 
 Compline and Benediction 
 

 
 

Community Cycle of Prayer 
 

Please pray this week for all who live and work in 
Malthouse Close in Ashbury, and Benfield Place, 

Claridge Close, Lawrence Avenue, Prince Drive, Miles 
Close, Penny Close and Raven Way in Shrivenham. 

 

 
 

Condolences 
 

Our condolences to the family and friends of the late 
Florence Cole. Please keep them in your prayers. 

 

 

Christmas Message 
 

One of the carols sung this year by our Benefice Choir 
was ‘In the Stillness’ by the contemporary composer 

Sally Beamish.  It speaks of the stillness of a candle-lit 
church, of newly fallen snow, of the stars shedding their 

healing light, of a choir softly singing.  All familiar 
images, but, if we are honest, it can be very hard to 
find any stillness in the world we see around us, with 

its sufferings and conflicts and tensions. 
Where then should we look for the peace on earth and 

good will to men promised to the shepherds by the 
Christmas angels?  I think we must go, in the words of 
the Bidding prayer ‘even unto Bethlehem,’ and seek 

‘the mildness of a night by stable bare, the quietness of 
a lull near cradle fair.’  The carol ends: ‘There’s a 

patience as we wait for a new morn, and the presence 
of a child soon to be born.’ 

 

We wish you all a happy and blessed Christmas. 
Richard and Norma 

 

 
 

Rev’d Norma Fergusson is off duty 
from Monday 2nd January until Friday 6th January. 

 

For pastoral emergencies please call 01793 783519. 
For other church enquiries please contact your 

local churchwarden or the Benefice Administrator. 
 

 
 

The Benefice office will be closed from 
Saturday 24th December until Saturday 7th January. 

Emails will be checked regularly. 
 

 
 

Favourite Carols 
 

We hope you have enjoyed the daily 
posts we have been sharing 

throughout Advent on our Facebook 
page. Thank you to everyone who has 

contributed – we have heard some 
lovely memories and reflections. 

It has also been wonderful to discover 
unfamiliar carols, and new versions of traditional 

favourites via the links to the recordings on YouTube. 
All the videos will shortly be available to watch on our 

website along with the links to YouTube. 
 

 
 

Songs & Stories and Baby & Toddler Groups 
 

The groups that meet on Wednesdays and Thursdays 
are now taking a break until after the school Christmas 

holidays and will restart in the new year. 
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Shrivenham Warm Spaces Initiative 
 

St Andrew’s Church is part of the Shrivenham Warm 
Spaces initiative. If you’re feeling cold, please come in 
and help yourself to tea or coffee which is available in 

our kitchen at the far end of the church. The milk will be 
in the fridge. You are welcome to sit in the church and 

enjoy the peace and space of the building. 
 

The church is generally open every day as a warm 
space except during services and on Thursday mornings 

during school term when we have a regular booking. 
Please check the weekly Newsletter in the notice board 

outside the church or on our website for information 
about what is happening each week.   

 

 

 

A Christmas Blessing 
 

May the joy of the angels, 
the eagerness of the shepherds, 

the perseverance of the wise men, 
the obedience of Joseph and Mary, 

and the peace of the Christ child 

be ours this Christmas and always.  Amen

 
News from Fernham 

 

Fernham villagers enjoyed ‘Carols on Elmside Green’ on Thursday evening. Thank you to Tom Arnold for accompanying 
the singing and to the Woodman Inn for the mulled wine and mince pies. A closer look at the photos reveals Bishop Gavin 

joining in, having just paid an informal visit to see the damage caused by the recent fire, and to thank the locals for all 
their efforts that weekend and since towards restoring the building to its former glory. 

 
 






