
Traffic calming measures at Bourton  
 
Many villagers will be aware of the problems with traffic running through and around the village, 
especially at rush hour times.  This will only get worse as Swindon’s new Eastern villages are 
developed and rat-running through the village increases.   
 
The last traffic-calming scheme in the village was the ‘build-out’ on the Bishopstone Road which was 
generously funded by Pinewood School.  The Parish Council is now looking at two further initiatives 
and we’re seeking feedback and views from villagers. 
 
Speed limits 
 
The first involves dropping the existing 30mph speed limit through the village to 20mph and 
implementing a 30mph limit on the Bishopstone Rd from the church through to the road running 
past the entrance to Fern Farm.  Attached is a map with the proposed 20mph limit in orange and 
30mph in purple.   

 
 
We have been speaking with the county council on a 20mph limit for some time, but their 
acceptance criteria were set very high, and the survey and implementation costs have been 
prohibitive.  However, the county has recently changed its approach and acceptance of 20mph 
restrictions which will enable a much greater coverage across Oxfordshire.  There’s still no certainty 
around funding the initiative, however.  The proposed 30mph limit falls outside the county’s 
changed criteria but we would see the two going hand-in-hand.   
 
Speedwatch 
 
We have engaged with the Speedwatch scheme in the past - this involves using trained volunteers to 
occasionally monitor traffic using a speed gun.  The relaunched scheme seems to be more accessible 
with much of the administration and support provided online.  Our local coordinating group has 
already been set-up by a group coordinator based in Shrivenham and they provide the local admin 
and support.   We would need to fund the set-up costs, but these are mostly for providing the 
various signage around the village. 
 
If this is something villagers would like to support, it does need at least two or three volunteers to 
operate the speed gun and record the results.  To volunteer you can register directly on the 
Speedwatch website.  For more information, please contact David Swann on the Parish Council 
(admin@bourton-oxon.org.uk) or simply reply to this message.  The Speedwatch and Police 
Commissioner websites are here: 
 
https://communityspeedwatch.org/FRONT-v2-Home.php 
https://www.thamesvalley-pcc.gov.uk/get-involved/speedwatch/ 


