
BOURTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

The Bourton Parish Council Annual Assembly will be held on 
Wednesday 24 May 2017 

at 1930 hrs in the Village Hall 
 

AGENDA 
 
 
 
 

1. Apologies for absence 
 
2. Minutes of meeting held on 19 May 2016 

 
3. Matters arising 

 
4. Chairman’s Report  

 
5. Accounts for year ending 31 March 2016 

 
6. Update on Traffic and Parking Issues in Bourton 
 
7. Report from District and County Councillors  

 
8. Update from Neighbourhood Watch  

 
9. Any Other Business 

 
 
 
 
 
 

You are warmly invited to stay for refreshments after the meeting  
 
 
 
 
Signed:  
    
Dated: 
 
 



MINUTES OF THE BOURTON PARISH COUNCIL ANNUAL ASSEMBLY HELD 
WEDNESDAY 24 MAY 2017 AT 1930 HRS IN THE VILLAGE HALL 

 
 
 
PRESENT 
Cllr Nial Ledingham (Chairman), Cllr John Bean, Cllr Derek Austin, Cllr William Moore and Cllr David 
Swann.  District Councillor Simon Howell was also in attendance along with 7 parishioners.   
 
1.  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies had been received from County Cllr Yvonne Constance and District Cllr Elaine Ware. 
 
2 and 3.  MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 19 MAY 2016 AND MATTERS ARISING 
Copies of the Minutes had been displayed on the noticeboard from June-September 2016 and the Clerk 
had copies available at the meeting.  They had been approved and signed on 13 June 2016.  There were no 
matters arising. 
 
The Chairman agreed to take Item 7 first. 
 
7.    REPORT FROM DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS  
A report from District Cllrs Elaine Ware and Simon Howell is attached as Appendix A.  In addition Simon 
offered to answer any queries villagers might have for County Cllr Yvonne Constance who had been re-
elected to the Cabinet with a responsibility for highways in Oxfordshire.  Simon reported that one of his 
duties was to chair the Faringdon group which allocated grants to the local community. The long awaited 
work to the T-junction at Townsend Road was going to take place very shortly by Linden Homes, which 
should make it easier for HGVs to turn left towards the A420 and this would hopefully prevent some of 
the large lorries cutting through Bourton.  Simon confirmed that all of the cabins on the Network Rail site 
near the railway bridge on the B4000 would go once the work was complete.  He also confirmed that 
Stanford tip was safe until 2024.  In answer to a question, Simon felt that it would be quite some time 
before the new roundabout was constructed where the Highworth Road crosses the A420 but it had now 
been agreed and would be developer funded.  Simon was thanked for attending and for all the hard work 
that he and Elaine had undertaken on behalf of our communities over the last year. 
 
4.    CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
The Chairman reported that David Swann is organising a Parish Council website, funded by a grant, so in 
future all minutes, agendas and financial information will be on-line.   
 
The Parish Council now has a share in a speedwatch device with local villages and volunteers will be 
offered training shortly.  If anyone else wishes to volunteer, it would be much appreciated. 
 
The Parish Council objected to the revised application for 2,380 dwellings at South Marston/Rowborough, 
the revised application for 370 dwellings at Redlands and the alteration of the barn at the rear of Horseshoe 
Cottage to form holiday accommodation (partly because of parking issues).  
 
The Parish Council has made several attempts to lobby both Oxfordshire County Council and Network Rail 
to have a weight limit on the bridge at Lower Bourton, so far without success. 
   
High speed broadband has finally arrived in the village (for a fee of course)! 
 
A litter pick took place in March by members (and friends) of the Parish Council in addition to the clean up 
organised by Oxfordshire County Council. 
 
The Local Plan Part 1 was formally adopted by the Vale in December 2016 and Part 2 came out for 
consultation in March, details of which were announced at a meeting in Wantage attended by the Chairman 
and Clerk.  An extra 2,200 houses from Oxford’s unmet need had been added to the Vale’s total housing 
numbers making 22,760 to be built by 2031.  No further houses had been allocated in the Western Vale sub-
area which is good news bearing in mind we already have our allocation of 3,173 from Part 1 on sites that 



are already known and, for almost half of that allocation, building has already been completed or 
committed.   
 
5.  ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDING 31 MARCH 2016 
The Clerk presented the accounts for the year ending March 2016 and copies were circulated. The precept 
had increased only very slightly as a result of the grant from VWHDC being reduced from £156.00 to 
£113.00.  End of year funds of £3299.00 were considered a healthy balance. The Clerk thanked Katharine 
Hodgson for providing an excellent and very reasonably priced service as Internal Auditor over many years 
and reported that she had now stepped down.  There were no questions from the floor concerning the 
accounts. 
 
6.  UPDATE ON TRAFFIC AND PARKING ISSUES IN BOURTON  
The Chairman reported that “Unsuitable for HGV” signs have now been installed at The Wharf and The 
Avenue, although the latter had been installed in the wrong location and hopefully would be moved. He has 
been attempting to get local hauliers to by-pass Bourton (with some success).  The Sandersons have very 
kindly asked all of their delivery drivers not to cut through Bourton and we are grateful to them for that.  
The Chairman requested that if villagers saw large lorries cutting through the village, could they pass on 
registration numbers and livery of the lorries and he would contact the firms involved.   
 
Following parking issues in the centre of the village, it has become the usual routine for the bin lorry not to 
be able to access Silver Street, Hunters Piece and The Grove.  The concern is that emergency vehicles 
would also be unable to access these areas.  David Swann updated villagers on his recent meeting with 
Oxfordshire County Council’s Highways Engineer, Lee Turner, to attempt to find a solution to the parking 
issue.  There are legal consequences to having double yellow lines with a long consultation period and 
therefore it has been agreed that solid white lines will be installed to try to persuade drivers to park in other 
locations.  This was unanimously agreed at the meeting as a good option to go for.  David Swann had 
consulted with the refuse collectors to understand exactly where the problem is and had also consulted with 
the Fire Services.  There are still many parents parking in the village when dropping children off at the 
school and Pinewood have offered to do what they can to alleviate this issue. The Parish Council would be 
very pleased to hear from parishioners who can identify cars that they know belong to staff or parents and 
where they are parking.  The Clerk will contact Pinewood School to alert them to the new parking 
restrictions and ask for their continued co-operation in educating the parents to use the on-site car parks.  
Following a request from a villager, the Clerk would also ask if the Pinewood parents who attend the 
exercise classes in the village hall might consider parking on the school site or in the Club car park in order 
to free up the centre of the village.       Action:  Clerk 
 
8.    UPDATE FROM NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH. 
John Bean reported that there had been one attempted break-in and the police had attended very swiftly. 
The Chairman thanked John for his excellent stewardship of Neighbourhood Watch. 
 
9.  ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
Concern was expressed about the large green shipping container that had appeared at the back of the 
cottages down Pot Lid and the fact that a large entrance had been installed at the side of the cottages.  The 
Clerk was asked to enquire from the Vale’s planning team if there were any proposals to have a change of 
use of the site including the field adjacent to the cottages that had now been fenced off and planted up with 
hedging.    Action:  Clerk 
 
A request was made to have the vegetation in front of the white gates on the Bishopstone Road cut down 
and the gates cleaned.  John Bean would ask Fred Jefferies if he could attend to this.   
 Action:  JB 
   
Simon French asked if the Silver Street sign on the right hand side going down the road could either be 
replaced or taken away.           
 Action:  Clerk 
 
The Chairman offered his thanks to fellow Parish Councillors for giving up their time to help run the village 
over the last 12 months and also to the Clerk.  He also thanked Fred Jefferies for the work he did on behalf 



of the Parish Council keeping the village tidy and parishioners for attending the meeting.  Parishioners 
thanked the Parish Council for their hard work on behalf of the village.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed:     Date: 

 


